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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LAW OF THE SEA 

REF: MADRID 6693 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS REPEATED STATE 151055 TO EMBASSY MADRID. 
THAT CABLE CONTAINS A LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON TO 
SELECTED HEADS OF DELEGATION. AMBASSADOR IBANEZ WAS NOT 
INCLUDED AS A RECIPIENT OF THAT LETTER BUT EMBASSY MAY DRAW 
UPON THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER IN ANSWERING IBANEZ'S 
QUESTIONS. A COPY OF THE LETTER SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BE 
DELIVERED TO IBANEZ. 

2. THE LETTER REFERRED TO IN PARA ONE DOES NOT ADDRESS ALL 

OF THE QUESTIONS RAISED BY IBANEZ BUT EMBASSY MAY DRAW UPON 
THE FOLLOWING. WE HAVE NOT HEARD THAT ANY DELEGATION WILL 
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RAISE THE QUESTION OF THE PRESIDENCY AT THE RESUMED 
SESSION. WE OF COURSE HOPE THAT THE SESSION WILL FOCUS ON 
SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS AND NOT ON PROCEDURAL POINTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN SETTLED. WE ARE LOOKING AT THE QUESTION OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF A NEW LAW OF THE SEA TREATY TO EXISTING 
TREATIES BUT HAVE NO VIEWS TO PRESENT AT THIS TIME. 
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3. AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON IS NOT PLANNING A PRE-CONFERENCE 
ROUND OF CONSULTATIONS IN EUROPE BUT HE APPRECIATES 
IBANEZ'S KIND INVITATION. NEWSOM 
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